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• The Plan is a regional perspective  
o Expected future network 
o Alternative futures 
oOther insights 

• The Plan is stakeholder-driven 
o Assumptions, studies, results 

• This is the first-time for this product 

10-Year Regional Transmission Plan 
Key Messages 



4 

• Based on stakeholder-provided 
assumptions regarding loads, generation, 
and transmission 

• The generation mix is a significant 
departure from the past 

• The transmission network, including 
assumed additions, enabled energy to flow 
without significant congestion except in two 
areas 
 

2020 Expected Future Network 
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Renewable Procurement 
Trends 
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PDCI 

COI 

MT - NW 
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Resource Relocation Alternatives 
Transmission Expansion 

• Relocate 12,000 
GWh of renewable 
generation from 
California to eight 
different locations  

• Observe the impact 
on costs and 
transmission needs 

 



10 

Resource Relocation Alternatives 
Transmission Expansion 
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1. Cost-effective remote renewable resources 
2. Montana to Northwest (Path 8) 
3. Pacific Tie Paths (Paths 65, 66) 
4. Operational impacts of variable generation 
5. Planning cooperation  
6. Environmental and cultural considerations in future 

transmission planning processes 
7. Water resource impacts on the future generation 

mix 
8. Gaps in regional transmission planning processes 
 

10-Year Regional Transmission Plan  
Observations & Recommendations 
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Questions 

 
 
 
 

Bradley Nickell 
Director of Transmission Planning 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council 
155 North 400 West 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84103 
801.819.7604 
bnickell@wecc.biz 

All information on the WECC 10-Year 
Regional Transmission Plan may be found 
at http://www.wecc.biz/10yrPlan. 

http://www.wecc.biz/10yrPlan�
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